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SUB J : OFFICIAL AFFIRMATION OF GREECE'S NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM 
REF: (A) 77 ATHENS 9357; (B) 77 ATHENS 9587; (C) ATHENS 1480 

1 . ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER REPORTS PUBLISHED ON MARCH 7, 

MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY MILTIADES 

EVERT, IN RESPONSE TO OPPOSITION QUESTIONS DURING A RECENT 
SESSION OF PARLIAMENT, REAFFIRMED THE POSITION OF THE PREVIOUS 
ADMINISTRATION CONCERNING GREECE'S NUCLEAR ENERGY OPTION. 

2. IN AMPLIFICATION OF AN OCTOBER 12 PRESS CONFERENCE HELD BY 
THEN MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY CONSTANTINE KONOFAGOS 
(SEE REF A), EVERT STATED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE MINISTRY OF 
INDUSTRY AND ENERGY HAS APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE THE PUBLIC 

POWER CORPORATION S PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A 600 MW NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT, AN OPTION EXISTS FOR CANCELLING THE PROJECT WITHIN THE 
NEXT TWO OR THREE YEARS AT RELATIVELY LITTLE COST. CONSTRUC- 
TION OF THE FACILITY -NOT EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED UNTIL 
1986— IS BEING PRECEDED BY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
WHICH WILL TAKE TWO OR THREE YEARS. IT WILL ONLY BE AT 
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THE TERMINATION OF THESE STUDIES THAT AN IRREVERSIBLE 
COMMITMENT MUST BE MADE FOR PROCEEDING WITH THE CONSTRUCTION 
PHASE. 

3. EVERT SUPPORTED APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAM'S INITIAL STAGE 
BY NOTING THAT ALL OF GREECE'S KNOWN LIGNITE DEPOSITS- 
ITS ONLY SIGNIFICANT DOMESTIC FUEL RESOURCE AT PRESENT- 
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WILL BE COMMITTED TO USE IN THERMAL POWER PLANTS ON-LINE 
BY 1985. DESPITE CURRENT RESEARCH IN OTHER FORMS OF CLEAN 
ENERGYJT IS NOT LIKELY THAT THESE WILL GENERATE SIGNIFICANT 
AMOUNTS OF ENERGY DURING THE NEXT TWENTY TO TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. 
CONSEQUENTLY, EVERT NOTED THAT UNDERTAKING THE INITIAL STAGES 
OF THE NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM WAS "ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL." 

4. COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE THE FIRST AUTHORITATIVE 
STATEMENT CONCERNING THE NUCLEAR POWER PROJECT BY THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION. DESPITE THE ARGUMENT BEING MADE THAT THE 
GOG IS ONLY OPENING AN OPTION, REAL INTENTIONS TOWARD A 
NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM MAY BE STRONGER. THE EMBASSY HAS 
RECENTLY BEEN QUERIED BY GOG OFFICIALS CONCERNING THE 
AVAILABILITY OF A REVISED ENRICHMENT SERVICES CONTRACT 
(REF C). THE GOG ALLOWED THE PREVIOUS CONTRACT TO EXPIRE 
IN OCTOBER BECAUSE OF ITS POLITICAL SENSITIVITY JUST PRIOR 
TO THE ELECTIONS. 
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